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Motivations

• Studies show that the quality of medical care is 

an important determinant of demand for health 

care.

• Conditional on change of health-seeking 

behavior, such quality may also determine the 

health outcomes. 

• Majority of previous studies focus on structural 

quality

• An important element of quality is skill and 

knowledge of health workers

• Yet it is still thin in the literature

2



Potential Topics

• Disparity in quality of health services; 

correlate it with local budget, political parties, 

decentralization level, etc.

• Quality as outcomes: impact of 

decentralization, outcome of tightening 

competition, etc. 

• Quality as determinant: on utilization, on 

health outcomes, etc.
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Reference paper

• Barber and Gertler (Health Policy, 2009)

• Barber et al (Health Affairs, 2007a & 

2007b)

• Das and Hammer (J of Dev Econ, 2009)
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Barber & Gertler (Health Affairs, 2009)

• Objective:
– Test whether number of health workers in the facility 

determine quality

– Whether quality affect child health status

• Innovations –as paper claimed:
– Use different measure of quality

– Address ‘endogenous program placement’

• Estimations for two eq used fixed-effect model

• Data: IFLS 93 & 97
– facility-level data (link # HW to quality of health services)

– Individual-level (child health outcomes)
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Econometrics Model

1. Quality regression:

2. Height regression:
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Results
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Results
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Detail data:

• Child anthropometric?

• Quality of services?

• # of doctors, midwife in facility

• Socio-economic characteristics

• Maternal & infant chars
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Potential Extensions

• Data:
– Various health outcomes in IFLS

– Supplementing IFLS with PODES to capture the 

actual size of health workers

• Methods/approach:
– As community-level FE might not be sufficient to 

capture endogenous social take-up, it need 

identifying variable

• Use of knowledge to measure quality:
– Combining Item Response Theory with Vignette 

data (Das & Hammer, 2008)
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THANK YOU….
Questions & Comments are welcome….
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