
Answering four questions 
for the UN High-Level Meeting on NCDs

UN HLM on NCDs The UN High-Level Meeting (UN HLM) on Non-Communicable Diseases (NCDs) in September, 
2011, will stimulate a global response to NCDs—mainly heart disease, stroke, cancer, diabetes, and 
chronic respiratory diseases—commensurate with their health and economic burdens. 

Four questions To achieve the promise of the UN HLM, four questions need to be addressed:1

Key messages By answering these questions, several key messages emerge:
 

Answering the questions

NCDs are a global crisis The 36·1 million NCD deaths every year represent almost two of three of all deaths 
worldwide.2 All countries are affected but:

The NCD crisis is a threat NCDs are more than a health issue and the case for investment is strong: 
to development 
http://www.thelancet.com/series/
chronic-diseases-and-development

Endorsed by



Cost-effective interventions A few priority cost-effective, affordable, and feasible interventions will achieve the global 
and policies are available goal of reducing NCD death rates by 2% per year, preventing millions of unnecessary deaths:3

High-level leadership and The success of the UN HLM on NCDs depends on the following outcomes:
accountability are crucial 

At the international level:

 
At the national level:

Conclusion 
meeting, endorsing, and then implementing the commitments to action. 

Figure 1: Cause of death in countries, by World Bank income groups, 20082
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Figure 2: NCD death rates in people aged 15–69 years, by World Bank income groups, 20082
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